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Amendments to the Claims 

1-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A portable data terminal for use in a portable data 
collection network including a backbone network, and a plurality of access points 
coupled to the backbone network, the portable data terminal comprising: 

a data reade r inout means for inputting data; 

an RF transceiver for communicating with at least one device coupled to the 
backbone network via at least one of the plurality of access point s, the Rl" transceiver 
b ei ng configured to communicate information in pack e ts i n accordanc e w i th a carr ie r 
s e ns e - mu l tiple access (CSMA) protoco l; j 

a memoryj I 

a speaker; j 

a microphone; and j 

a control circuit, operatively coupled to the data reader input means , the RF 
transceiver, the microphone, and the speaker] for selectively enabling the RF 
transceiver to transmit first data based on data input via the data reade r input means 
and second data based on a voice signal provided via the microphone , wherein the first 
and second data are transmitted over the portable data collection network, and at leasi 
the second data is transmitted so as to enable a two-wav conversation , for rec ehri ng 
first vo i ce dat a ^ ta the Rr transceiv e r and storjmg first vo i ce data in th e memory-as at 
le ast one vo i ce mail m e ssage, and for r e ceiving second vo i c e data via th e RF 
transceiver and converting the second votee data received by the RF transceiver over 
the portable data collection network into a voice signal which is output through the 
speaker. I 

9. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 8, wherein the portable data 
terminal automatically transitions to a receive telephone call state upon receiving a ring 
packet from the at least one device via the RF transceiver, the ring packet containing 
indicia representing a request that the portable terminal enter a conversation state in 
which voice data may be exchanged between the portable data terminal and the at 
least one device via the RF transceiver, and wherein the portable data terminal in the 
receive telephone call state generates at least one of an audible ring indicator and a 
visual ring indicator. 
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10. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 9, wherein the portable data 
terminal transitions out of the receive telephone call state in response to a hang-up 
packet received from the at least one device via the RF transceiver, the hang-up packet 
including indicia representing a request the that portable terminal transition out of the 
receive telephone call state. 

11. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 9, wherein the portable data 
terminal transitions out of the receive telephone call state in response to an operator 
input representing a request by the operator that the portable terminal transition out of 
the receive telephone call state. 

12. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 8, wherein the portable data 
terminal initiates a voice communication link with the at least one device by transmitting 
a ring packet to the at least one device via the RF transceiver, the ring packet 
containing indicia representing a request that the at least one device transition to a 
conversation state in which voice data may be exchanged between the portable data 
terminal and the at least one device via the RF transceiver. 

1 3. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 12, wherein the at least one 
device comprises another portable data terminal. 

14. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 12, wherein the portable 
data terminal itself transitions to the conversation state upon receiving an answer 
packet from the at least one device via the RF transceiver, the answer packet including 
indicia representing that the at least one device has transitioned to the conversation 
state. 

15. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 14, wherein the answer 
packet further comprises voice data which is converted into a voice signal by the control 
circuit. 

16. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 8, further comprising a 
push-to-talk input for controlling the inputting of the second data via the microphone 
and the transmitting of the second data via the RF transceiver. 

17-18. (Canceled) 
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19. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 14, wherein in the 
conversation state the voice data is digitized and compressed prior to being included in 
packets and transmitted by the RF transceiver. 

20. (Currently Amended) A portable data terminal, comprising: 
a data reade r input moans for inputting data; 

an RF transceiver for transmitting data input via the data reader input means to a 
remote location; 
a memory; 
a speaker; 

a control circuit, operatively coupled to the RF transceiver and the speaker, for 
receiving voice data via the RF transceiver, wherein the voice dat a is transmitted over a 
portable data collection network so as to enable a two-way co nversation, for storing the 
voice data in the memory as at least one voice mail message, and for selectively 
converting the at least one voice mail message to a voice signal which is output through 
the speaker; 

a display for displaying indicia of the at least one voice mail message stored in 
the memory; and 

an input operatively coupled to the control circuit for selecting the at least one 
voice mail message to be converted based on the indicia on the display. 

21 . (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 20, wherein the display 
presents the indicia on the display as lines of text, with different lines representing 
different voice mail messages. i 

22. (Original) The portable data terminal of claim 21 , where the input controls 
the position of a cursor shown on the display in relation to the lines of text. 

23. (Currently Amended) A portable data collection network, comprising: 
a hardwired backbone network; 

a plurality of access points coupled to the backbone network; 
a plurality of portable data terminals, each of the plurality of portable data 
terminals comprising: 

a data reade r input moans for inputting data; 

an RF transceiver for communicating with at least one device coupled to 
the backbone network via at least one of the plurality of access points; 
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a speaker; and 

a control circuit, operatively coupled to the data reader input means, the 
RF transceiver, and the speaker, for selectively enabling the RF transceiver to transmit 
data based on data input via the data reade r i nput mcana and to convert voice data 
received by the RF transceiver into a voice signal which is output through the speaker 
wh e r e in th e control circuit compris e s a memory for stor i ng voic e data as at -least one 
vo i ce moll m e n a g e , ? a i rf Hat* wwmwtri via tfrm Rf transceiver, wherein the data 
^ased on data input and the voice data are transmitted over the portable data collection 
network, and at least the voice data is transmitte d so as to enable a two-way 
conversation . 

24. (Original) The portable data collection network of claim 23, wherein each 
of the plurality of portable data terminals further comprises a microphone operatively 
coupled to the control circuit, the control circuit selectively enabling the RF transceiver 
to transmit voice data based on an output of the microphone. 

25. (Original) The portable data collection network of claim 24, wherein the 
control circuit of each portable data terminal is operative to effect conference calling 
between at least three different portable data terminals. 

26. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23 f 
wherein the RF transceiver is configured to communicate information in packets in 
accordance with a carrier sense multiple access (CSMA) protocol. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently amended) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein the data reade H r rout - means is a barcode reader for inputting barcode 
information. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) The portable data collection network of claim 23 29, 
wherein the memory stores voice data which is acquired as multiple voice messages. 
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31 . (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 30 P 
further comprising a display for displaying indicia of the multiple voice messages, and 
means for permitting an operator to select at least one of the multiple voice messages 
to be output through the speaker based on the displayed indicia. 

32. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein each of the portable data terminals further comprises a microphone, and 
wherein the control circuit is operatively coupled to the microphone to convert a voice 
signal output from the microphone to outgoing voice data which is transmitted by the RF 
transceiver. 

33. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein a voice data storage device coupled to the backbone network initially stores the 
voice data intended for one of the portable data terminals, and each portable data 
terminal periodically polls the voice data storage device in order to prompt the voice 
data storage device to transmit the voice data to the portable data terminal. 

34. (Previously presented) The portabie data collection network of claim 33; 
wherein the voice data storage device is a host computer coupled to the backbone 
network. 

35. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein voice data from a first of the portable data terminals is transmitted to a second 
of the portabie data terminals via the backbone network. 

36. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 35, 
wherein the voice data from the first of the portable data terminals is transmitted to a 
first of the access points and the second of the portable data terminals receives the 
voice data transmitted by the first of the portable data terminals via a second of the 
access points. 

37. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein the portable data collection network including the backbone network, the 
plurality of access points and the plurality of portable data terminals are disposed within 
a facility and facilitate communication among persons remotely located within the 
facility. 
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38. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein the RF transceiver facilitates roaming of the portable data terminal among the 
plurality of access points. 

39. (Previously presented) The portable data collection network of claim 23, 
wherein a first of the portable data terminals and a second of the data terminals 
communicate voice data directly with each other. 
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